Applying database technology to clinical and basic research bioinformatics projects.
This paper describes the application of database technology to medical information with the goal of providing medical and clinical researchers with the tools necessary to plan bioinformatics projects. Commercial database management systems were utilized, standard database design practices were applied, a user interface was created, data entered, and the development of analysis tools, including data mining technologies is underway. Databases were constructed based on animal and cell culture models of diabetes and clinical data. Bioinformatics is a useful tool in both basic research and clinical settings. The advantages of relational databases and an approach to managing bioinformatics projects are discussed.